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Alexander and Oleg (News of the Homeless Ministry) 
Our church participates in homeless ministry. We raise funds to buy food for the homeless people 
who live in a shelter 10 minutes drive from our church. Six months ago, one of the homeless men 
living in the shelter began coming to our church on Sundays. 3 months later he brought another 
man. We asked them to share about their lives, but they were very much embarrassed to speak 
about the years they spent in prison and about the way they ended up in the homeless shelter, but 
here is what they shared: 

 
“My name is Alexander. I have only one relative left in this world- my sister. She 
is a strong Christian believer. On the day when I was set free from prison, my 
sister came from far away to welcome me. When we met she told me about 
God. She helped me to come to God”.  
 

“My name is Oleg. I lived in the city of Nizhny Novgorod. I messed up with gypsies 
there doing some bad things. It was hard for me to leave those gypsies, but 
Alexander came and helped me to leave them. He helped me to get to Kostroma 
and talked to people who let me stay in the shelter. After that he helped me to 
come to the church. I believed in God before I met Alexander but after Alexander 

helped me I started believing in God even more than I used to”.  
 
Alexander and Oleg attend every Sunday worship service. Since they both have poor health and 
cannot walk long distances themselves, I drive them to the church and back on Sundays.  

(written by Igor Lepidov, a church member) 

Family Ministry Outreach 
On February 15, our family ministry leaders held an event 
dedicated to all those who are in love (an equivalent of 
Valentine’s Day). Our church families took part in different 
contests, games, and fellowship. We have such events focused 
on families more and more often in our church. Our family 
ministry leaders try to attract non-Christians into fellowship and 
witness to them about Jesus Christ during such events. 

 

“Unity” Meeting in Kostroma 
On February 23-25, our church hosted a meeting for our Association of Christian churches called 

“Unity.” Eighteen church leaders from eight different Russian cities came to Kostroma. We learned 
about church planting, shared our experiences, joys, and hardships, and we worshiped our God 

together. On Sunday our guests took part in our Sunday worship service in preaching, leading 
people in prayer, and in the communion meditation.  

 (written by Ilia Sheptunov, church pastor) 



 

Boys vs. Girls 
People in Russia celebrate Men’s Day (Father’s Day) on February 23 and Mother’s Day on March, 8. 
On March, 3 our church youth held a party called Boys vs. Girls which was dedicated to Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day. The party was a lot of fun as the students competed agains t each other. For 
example, kids competed who could darn socks or make sandwiches the fastest. They even learned 
to dance a Scottish dance. Kids had a short Bible class on 1 Corinthians 13. More than 40 kids came 
to the party and listened to the Word of God. The winner of the “Boys VS Girls” battle was their 
friendship and mutual understanding.  

(written by Vera Tutrina, Russian and Literature teacher of LTTW Christian School) 

 

Birth Announcement 
A baby girl was born in the family of our church people Vlad and Katerina 
Sabirovs. They gave her the name Dinara. The parents are happy (when 

the baby lets them sleep at night). The church congratulated them on the 
birth of their newborn.                                                                         

 

 

18th Anniversary 

Recently, Light to the World Christian 

Academy celebrated its 18th 

anniversary. All the current students 

(grades 1-11), former students, parents, 

and teachers gathered in the church 

worship hall for a special celebration 

program. Kids danced and recited 

poems, and the youth worship team led 

in worship. Parents congratulated the 

school and spoke appreciations. The 

head of the fund that helps mentally disabled kids and their parents  read a thank you letter for the 

money students and parents raised during a charity fair last school year.  Then all first graders were 

given the badges with the LTTW logo, and they were officially acknowledged as Light to the World 

students.                                        (written by Alexey Gribov (a church elder and LTTW school principal) 

 

A Prayer Request 
We ask you to pray for some of our teenage girls by name—Nastya, Lena, Katya and another Katya. 
They are all in different grades at Light to the World Christian Academy, and the girls attend youth 
services at Kostroma Christian Church.  They want to dedicate their lives to Jesus Christ and be 
baptized into Him, but their parents and relatives are against their decision. The Federal Law says 
that we as a church cannot baptize a person who is under age (under 18) without permission from 
his or her parents.  We have not received such permissions yet. But we will keep on talking to the 
girls’ parents.  Please, pray and ask God to open the hearts of the parents.  

(written by Maxim Gorokhov, youth minister) 
 


