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Our Mission Shining the Truth of the Gospel 
Into the Hearts Of Children

Kostroma Christian Church held a wonderful Christmas service on 
January 7 (Russia celebrates Christmas in January according to the 
Orthodox tradition). 

We had many first time visitors to the church for the Christmas service, 
which included singing Christmas songs, our pastor, Ilia, preaching 
about the birth of Christ, and the church youth performing a skit. All 
of the actors were Light to the World Christian Academy students! 
The service ended with fellowship and our custom of drinking tea. It 
made for a family-like Christmas time.

Written by Alex Gribov
Academy Principal

Christmas in Kostroma

On March 5, two of our church 
leaders and five students from the 
Academy went to a local nursing 
home. Students recited poems, 
sang songs, and danced, doing 
two concerts. About 70 elderly 
people who were able enjoyed 
the performances.  Afterward, 
the students went to visit the 
residents who were room-bound 
and could not come to watch the 
concerts. 
We visited and gave out candies 
and post cards. Many met us 
with tears. It was a real shock for 
our students to experience the 
environment of the home, but we 
are planning another trip to that 
nursing home soon, and they are 
all willing to go there again. 

Written by Alex Gribov
Academy Principal

Visiting the Elderly
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My name is Julia Zhurina. I am 14. I study in the 8th grade at 
Light tom the World Christian Academy. I have been attending our 
Sunday school since my early childhood. 
Our Sunday school teacher Angela Kliushkina influenced my Christian development greatly. For a long 
time I was neither an atheist nor a Christian. I had lots of questions and my friend Liliann tried to 
answer them. Liliann was not pushy but explained everything to me with patience. On February 17 I 
was baptized in our church.  I don’t know yet what ministry I would like to be involved in. Probably, I 
will try to help my classmates to come to God and see His power.

 - Written by Julia Zhurina
Student at LTTW Christian Academy

Anna Palacious Rodgas, a former student of Light to the World 
Christian Academy, and her husband, Pedro Palacious Rodgas from 
Nicaragua, could not attend the church regularly. Our church pastor, 
Ilia, counseled them and continued to encourage them in their faith. His 
fellowship with them strengthened 
their marriage and motivated them 
to dedicate their lives to God.
Pedro studies in Kostroma, Russia, 

as a fourth year military student. In 18 months they will leave Russia 
to live in Nicaragua.
Last Sunday (December 9) Anna and her husband both accepted 
Christ and were baptized.  Thank you for celebrating with us and keep 
this young couple in your prayers.

-Written by Oxana Chilikova
Church secretary

A Young Couple Chooses 

Julia’s Decision


